From: May, Alan - APHIS

To: John Oakleaf (John Oakleaf@fws.gov)

Cc: FWS Sherry Barrett; Bergman, David L - APHIS

Subject: FW: clarifying memo regarding depredation investigations for the Mexican Wolf Recovery Program
Date: Tuesday, December 10, 2013 5:50:05 PM

Attachments: Depredation Investigation Memo.Final.20120525.docx

Jon,

| believe the decision to have internal IFT discussions prior to WS making a depredation call was
based on a request from the FWS. The attached memo provided guidance to the IFT so if you wish
to change process, we should issue a new memo.

Alan

From: Sherry_Barrett@fws.gov [mailto:Sherry_Barrett@fws.gov]

Sent: Thursday, May 31, 2012 9:55 AM

To: nmcga@nmagriculture.org; pbray@arizonabeef.org; dobsonlivestock@aol.com

Cc: May, Alan - APHIS; John_Oakleaf@fws.gov; Elizabeth_Jozwiak@fws.gov; CBagnoli@azgfd.gov;
Bergman, David L - APHIS; Wally_Murphy@fws.gov; Michelle_Shaughnessy@fws.gov;
John_Oakleaf@fws.gov; Iriley@azgfd.gov; Taylor, Cathy A -FS

Subject: clarifying memo regarding depredation investigations for the Mexican Wolf Recovery Program

Hello Caren, Carey, and Patrick: last week, Jess Carey from Catron County sent out an email to several
ranchers that provided misleading information regarding conversations that | had with Wildlife Services

on depredation investigations for the Mexican Wolf Recovery Program.

Fish and Wildlife Service and Wildlife Service have subsequently provided a clarifying memorandum to
the Interagency Field Team (IFT). In essence, the memo notes that the decisions on depredations will
incorporate all information available at the IFT level. However, the Wildlife Services will remain the
responsible party that determines whether the depredation was caused by a wolf, and the IFT

jurisdictional lead will determine which wolf or wolves were responsible.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sherry Barrett

Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2105 Osuna Blvd NE

Albuquerque, NM 87113

Office phone 505.761.4748

cell phone 505.363.2797

Below is the email sent out by Jess Carey:

Hello everyone, I hope all is well with you.

Today I found out that Wildlife Services depredation Investigators were told
not to disclose their investigative findings to the resource owner or me in
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Memorandum



To:	Interagency Field Team (IFT)



From:	Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

	

	Arizona State Director, USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services (Wildlife Services)



	New Mexico State Director, Wildlife Services



Subject:	Clarification of Roles Involved in Depredation Investigations 



We have issued this memo to ensure high levels of communications among the agencies to enable investigators to make the best possible depredation determination. Wildlife Services and the USFWS agree that it would be prudent to have internal IFT discussions prior to lead personnel making depredation decisions (i.e., decisions on the cause of a depredation (as determined by Wildlife Services) or deciding what wolf or wolves were involved in a particular incident (as determined by the Jurisdictional IFT Leader)). 



The purpose of this clarification memo is solely to insure that IFT personnel will have all available information and evidence prior to making a decision on any incident.  Thus, Wildlife Services will contact the jurisdictional IFT Leader prior to making a decision on the cause of the depredation to ensure they have all available information that may be pertinent to the investigation (e.g.., sightings in the depredation area, locations of wolves in the depredation area, or other reported information from the depredation area) prior to any decision. Wildlife Services personnel will also convey information to the jurisdictional IFT Leader useful to making a decision on what wolves may be involved in a depredation.  



Wildlife Services or other lead personnel (per SOP 11.0) are solely responsible for the final determination of what caused the depredation based on the evidence at the scene and other information collected during the investigation.  



[bookmark: _GoBack]Similarly, the jurisdictional IFT Leader is responsible for making the final determination on what wolf or wolves were responsible for a depredation incident following discussion with Wildlife Services and other IFT personnel (per the clarification memo to SOP 11.0) to insure that all available information is used to make the decision. 



We expect all decisions to be transparent to the livestock owner and that information is relayed to the livestock owner as soon as possible. In addition, we expect that information provided by the livestock owner at the time of the investigation or during subsequent conversations is also considered by the IFT.  Consistent with SOP 11.0 and the associated clarification memo, the livestock owner will be notified of the final determination on what caused the depredation within 48 hours of the initial investigation.     



Finally, we would like to affirm that our depredation investigations procedures and the roles identified in SOP 11.0 and the clarification memo associated with this SOP remain in place.  Thus, roles and the manner in which decisions are made remain the same, with the exception that AMOC is no longer involved and SOP 13.0 has been replaced by the 1998 management plan.      



We wish to thank the IFT for their hard work and encourage the IFT to continue to address field efforts in a collaborative manner between the various agencies involved. 





				/s/ David Bergman, Arizona State Director, Wildlife Services

				/s/ Alan May, New Mexico State Director, Wildlife Services

				/s/ Sherry Barrett, Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator, USFWS


the field. First WS have to send their reports and findings to the IFT, Liz
Jozwiak. Here she will look at the report and either agree with the
investigative findings by wildlife Services or has the power to change the
findings from confirmed to probable or probable to unknown based on whatever
she thinks. She also has the power to assign the depredation to whatever
wolf she feels based on whatever.

This way they will have total control and can protect any wolf they think
necessary. The WS investigators were recently told not to identify the
deprecating wolf, and for them to recommend the removal of multiple
livestock killing wolves is a big no-no.

I guess the next step is for Liz to eliminate Wildlife Service and they, the
IFT can do the depredation investigations their selves. They already tried
to keep the county from participating in depredation investigations.

Your livestock are just that; your private property dead or alive. You have
the say who can touch your dead cow or calf. We all need to seriously look
at the 103j rule on wolves attacking, biting, and feeding on live livestock
on your private property.

Well, it seems there is no end to the ongoing manipulation.
Thank you
If you have any question, please give me a call..

Jess Carey

Catron County Wildlife Investigator
575-533-6668 H

575-533-6222 Sheriffs Office

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.



